FOREWORD
THE following conversations were held in the German language at the Castle of Lany, near Prague. The written text was subsequently revised by the President, who made only very few alterations; but he expanded the text considerably, especially in Part III, by the introduction of long passages dealing with theoretical problems. Where the spoken word has been maintained unaltered the character of the speaker is reflected in it. For, as is usual with me, on this occasion also I was not interested so much in describing the attitude of the statesman towards the various questions which he has to solve in his everyday work, but rather in giving a sketch of his character. This is done best, here as everywhere else, by direct oral expression. The large number of original and vernacular turns of expression, which still remain after the revision of the written text, show how quick and spontaneous were the President's replies to my questions.
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